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IN THE CLAIMS 

IN THE CLAIMS ; 
Please Amend claims 1-3 and A4d new claims 5-77 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for encouraging The purchase or re-leasing of 
an iiem after an expiration of a lease, comprising: 

identifying a lease on an item thai corresponds to an electronically stored 

record , the lease having an approaching expiration date; 

identifying a customer corresponding to the lease- and 

offering the customer a paid insurance policy in exchange for purchasing 

or re-leasing the item after the expiration date, 

2, (Currently Amended) A method for encouraging rhe purchase or re-leasing of 
an item after an expiration of a lease, comprising: 

identifying a customer record electronic- ally stored having a lease on an 
item, the lease having an approaching expiration date; 

calculating a difference between an actual residual value and a projected 

residual value of the item; and 

determining a term for an insurance policy, the insurance policy having an 

insurance premium at most equal to the difference; and 

if the customer purchases or re-leases the item at the expiration of the 
lease, paying the insurance premium on behalf of the customer for the term of the insurance 
policy, 

3. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving an insurance policy for an item, 

comprising: 

leasing an item for a predetermined period of time; 
creating an electronic record associated with the item; 
storing the electronic record: 

purchasing the iu;m at the expiration of the predetermined period of time; 

and 
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receiving an insurance policy for the item, wherein at least a ponion of the 
premium corresponding to the insurance policy is paid by a third party , in exchange for the 

purchase of the item . 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein said purchasing comprising re- 
leasing the item. 

5. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the insurance policy covers the item 
upon a completion of ihe purchase of the item by the customer. 

6. (New) The method of claim 1 , further compnsmg: 

entering into a sales agreement wirh the customer. 

7. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

paying a premium to an insurance provider for the insurance for the item. 

8. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the insurance policy has a maximum 
term of one year. 

9. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the uem is an automobile of a 

panicular make and a model. 

10. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the insurance policy covers 
comprehensive losses relating to the item. 

1 1 . (New) The method of claim I , wherein the insurance policy covers collision 

losses relating to the item. 

12. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the insurance policy is provided 
without consideration of further characteristics of ihe buyer by an insurance provider. 

13. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the insurance policy covers all users 

of die item. 

14. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said offering further comprises paying 
at least a porrion of the insurance premium for the insurance policy. 

15. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein said paying further comprises: 

paying the insurance premium to an affiliate for the insurance policy. 

1 6. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the insurance premium is the same tor 
each of a class of items to which the item belongs 
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17, (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the customer must reside in a selected 
geographic region to receive the insurance. 

18, (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the insurance is provided based on a 
class of the item and a geographic region in winch the customer resides, without consideration of 
further characteristics of the buyer by an insurance provider. 

19, (New) An apparatus for encouraging a purchase of an uem after an expiration 

of a lease for the item, comprising: 

means for identifying a lease on an item, the lease having an approaching 

expiration date; 

means for identifying a customer corresponding to the lease; and 
means for offering the customer an insurance policy for the item in 
exchange for purchasing the item after the expiration date. 

2U (New) An apparatus for encouraging a purchase of an item after an expiration 

of a lease tor the item, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory in communication with the processor, the memory for storing a 
plurality of processing instructions enabling the processor to: 

identify a lease on an uem, the lease having an approaching expiration 

date, 

identify a customer corresponding to the lease; and 
provide an offer to the customer for an insurance pohcy for the item in 
exchange for purchasing the item after the expiration date 

21. (New) A computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method, performed by a computer, for encouraging a purchase of an item after an 
expiration of a lease for the item, the method comprising: 

identifying a lease on an item, the lease having an approaching expiration 

date; 

identifying a customer corresponding to the lease; and 
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offering the customer an insurance policy for the item in exchange for 
p archiving the hem after the expiration date, 

22. (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the insurance policy covers the item 
upon a completion of the purchase of the item by the customer. 

23. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

entering into a sales agreement with the customer. 

24. (New) The method of claim 2, funher comprising: 

paying a premium to an insurance provider for the insurance for the item. 

25. (New) The method of claim 2 ? wherein me insurance policy has a maximum 
term of one year. 

26. (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the item is an automobile of a 
particular make and a model. 

27- (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the insurance policy covers 
comprehensive losses relating to the item. 

28, (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the insurance policy covers collision 

losses relating to the item. 

29, (New) The method of claim 2, wherein The insurwee policy is provided 
without consideration of further cliaracteristics of the buyer by an insurance provider, 

30, (New) The method of chum 2, wherein the insurance policy covers all users 

of the item. 

31, (New) The method of claim 2, wherein said offering funher comprises paying 
at least a portion of the insurance premium for the insurance policy. 

32, (New) The method of claim 3 1 7 wherein said paying further comprises: 

paying the insurance premium to an affiliate for the insurance policy. 

33, (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the insurance premium is the same for 
each of a class of items to which the item belongs. 

34, (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the customer must reside in a selected 
geographic region to receive the insurance. 
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PAGE 13/34 * RCVD AT 2I19I20O4 8:40:27 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-2/0 * DNIS:7466065 * CSID:2127516849 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-02 



Feb-I 9-2004 08:42am From-Morgan & Finnegan LLP 



2127516849 



T-266 P. 014/034 F-806 



Docket No. 4551-4003 

35. (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the insurance is provided based on a 
class of the iiem and a geographic region m which the customer resides, wiihout consideration of 
further characteristics of the buyer by an insurance provider. 

36. (New) An apparatus for encouraging the purchase of an item after an 

expiration of a lease for the item, comprising: 

means for identifying a customer having a lease on an item, the lease 
having an approaching expiration dale; 

means for calculating a difference between an aciual residual value and a 

projected residual value of the item; 

means for determining a term for an insurance policy, the insurance policy 
having an insurance premium at most equal to the difference, and 

means for paying at least a portion of the insurance premium on behalf of 
the customer for the term of the insurance policy, if ihe customer purchases ihe item at the 
expiration of the lease. 

37. (New) An apparatus for encouraging the purchase of an item after an 

expiration of a lease for the item, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory in communication with the processor, the memory for storing a 
plurality of processing instructions enabling the processor to. 

identify a customer having a lease on an item, me lease having an 
approaching expiration date; 

calculate a difference between an actual residual value and a projected 

residual value of the item; 

determine a term for an insurance policy, the insurance policy having an 
insurance premium at most equal to ihe difference; and 

pay at least a portion of the insurance premium on behalf of ihe customer 
for the term of the insurance policy, if the customer purchases mc item at the expiration of the 
lease, 
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38. (New) A computer-readable medium encoded ^uh processing instructions for 
implementing a method, performed by a computer, tor encouraging the purchase of an item after 
an expiration of a lease for the item, the method comprising: 

identifying a customer having a lease on an item, the lease having an 

approaching expiration date; 

calculating a difference between an actual residual value and a projected 

residual value of the item; 

determining a term for an insurance policy, the insurance policy having an 
insurance premium at most equal to the difference; and 

if the customer purchases the item ax the expiration of the lease, paying at 
least a portion the insurance premium on behalf of the customer for the term of the insurance 
policy. 

39. (New) A method for encouraging a cusromer to emer into a new lease of an 
item after an expiration of a lease for the item, comprising: 

identifying a customer having a lease on an item, the lease having an 
approaching expiration date; 

calculating a difference between an actual residual value and a projected 

residual value of the item; 

determining a term for an insurance policy, ih^ insurance policy having an 
insurance premium at most equal to the difference; and 

if the customer enters into a new lease for the item at the expiration of the 
lease, paying at least a portion of the insurance premium on behalf of the customer for the term 
of" the insurance policy. 

40. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance policy covers the item 
upon a completion of the new lease of the item by the customer. 

41 . (New) The method of claim 39, further comprising: 

entering into a new lease agreement with the customer. 

42. (New) The method of claim 39, further comprising. 

paying a premium to an insurance provider for the insurance for the item. 
-8- 
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43. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance policy has a maximum 
lent) of one year. 

44. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the item is an automobile of a 

particular make and a model. 

45. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance policy covers 

comprehensive losses relating to the item. 

46. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance policy covers collision 

losses relating to the item. 

47. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance policy is provided 
without consideration of further characteristics of the buyer by an insurance provider. 

48. (New) The method of claim 3y, wherein the insurance policy covers all users 

of the item 

49. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein said offering further comprises 
offering to pay at least a portion of the insurance premium for the insurance policy. 

50 (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said offering to pay further 

comprises" 

paying the insurance premium to an affiliate for the insurance policy. 

51 . (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance premium is the same 
for each of the class of items to which the item belongs. 

52. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the customer must reside m a 
selected geographic region to receive the insurance. 

53 (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the insurance is provided based on a 
clas* of the item and a geographic region in which the customer resides, without consideration of 
further characteristics of the buyer by an insurance provider 

54. (New) An apparatus for encouraging a customer to enter into a new lease of 
an item after an expiration of a lease tor the item, comprising: 

means for identifying a customer havmg a lease on an item, the lease 
having an approaching expiration date; 

-9- 

7y30K3vl 



PAGE 16/34 * RCVD AT 2/19/2004 8:40:27 AM [Eastern Standard Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0* DNIS:7466065 ' CS1D:2127516849 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-02 



Feb-1 9-2004 08:43am 



Fr era-Morgan 6 Finnegan LLP 



2127516849 T-266 P. 017/034 F-806 



Docket No 4551-4003 

means for calculating a difference between an actual residual value and a 

projected residual value of rhe item, 

means for determining a lerm for an insurance pohcy, the insurance policy 
having an insurance premium ai most equal to the difference; and 

means for paying at least a portion of the insurance premium on behalf of 
the customer for the term of the insurance policy, if the customer enters into a new lease for the 
item at the expiration of the lease. 

55. (New) An apparatus for encouraging a customer to enter mto a new lease of 
an item after an expiration of a lease for the item, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory m communication with the processor, the memory for storing a 
plurality of processing instructions enabling the processor to: 

identify a customer having a lease on an item, the lease having an 

approaching expiration date; 

calculate a difference between an actual residual value and a projected 

residual value of the item; 

determine a term for an insurance policy, the insurance policy having an 

insurance premium at most equal to the difference; and 

pay at least a portion of the insurance premium on behalf of the customer 
for the term of the insurance policy, if the customer enters into a uew lease for the item at the 

expiration of the lease,. 

56. (New) A computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method, performed by a computer, for encouraging a customer to enter into a 
new lease of an hem after an expiration of a lease for the item, ihe method comprising: 

identifying a customer having a lease on an iwm, the lease having an 

approaching expiration date; 

calculating a difference between an actual residual value and a projected 

residual value of the item; 
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determining a term for an insurance policy, the insurance policy having an 

insurance premium at most equal to the difference; and 

if the customer enters into a new lease for the item ai the expiration of the 
lease, paying at least a portion of the insurance premium on behalf of the customer for the term 
of the insurance policy . 

57. (New) A method for receiving an insurance policy for an item, comprising: 

leasing an item for a predetermined period of time; 

entering into a new lease agreement for the item at the expiration of the 

predetermined period of rime; and 

receiving an insurance policy for the item, wherein at least a portion of the 
premium corresponding to the insurance policy is patd by a third party. 

5S. (New) A method operable on a computer for providing an incentive incident 
to the purchase or re-lease of an automobile, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee, each of said plurality of leased automobiles 
scheduled to come off lease on an approaching expiration date; 

initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of an insurance premium for an automobile insurance policy 
covering said current lessee for the currently leased automobile if the lessee purchases or re- 
leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for rhe purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile. 

59. (New) A method in accordance with claim 58, wherein said insurance policy 
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is for a fixed term of time. 

60. (New) A method m accordance with claim 58, wherein said offer to pay at 
least a portion of an insurance premium includes an offer to pay the entirety of said insurance 
premium; and 

said step of paying at least apportion of die cost of the automobile 
insurance policy includes paying for the entire policy. 

61. (New) A method in accordance with claim 58 7 wherein each of said plurality 
of leased automobiles has associated with it an estimated residual v«lue estimated at the initiation 
of the lease and an actual residual value determined at the expiration of the lease; and 

the cost of said automobile insurance policy is selected to be less than the 
difference between said estimated and said actual residual values 

62. (New) A method in accordance with claim 58, wherein said step of initiating 
to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an offer includes an offer to provide a 
further incentive upon the purchase or re-lease of the currently leased automobile, 

63. (New) A method in accordance with claim 62, wherein said additional 
incentive is selected from the group comprising an extended warranty, a rebate on a purchase and 
a lowered interest rate on financing or re-lease. 

64. (New) A method in accordance wuh claim 5S, further including; 

identifying al least one selected geographic region wherein it is desired to 
provide said incentive, wherein said step of identifying a plurality of leased automobiles further 
including each of said plurality of leased automobiles m said selected geographic region. 

65. (New) A method for providing an incentive incident ro the purchase or re- 
lease of an automobile, comprising: 

identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, euch of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee, each of said plurality of leased automobiles 
scheduled to come off lease on an approaching expiration date; 
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initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality ofleased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of an insurance premium for an automobile insurance policy 
covering said current lessee for the currently leased automobile if the lessee purchases or re- 
leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of smd plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile, 

66. (New) An apparatus operable on a computer for providing an incentive 
incident to the purchase or re-lease of an automobile, comprising: 

means for identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is 
desired to provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile 
models; 

means for identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee, each of said plurality of leased automobiles 
scheduled to come off lease on an approaching expirauou date; 

means for initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased 
automobiles an offer to pay at least a portion of an insurance premium for an automobile 
msurance policy covering said current lessee for the currently leased automobile if the lessee 
purchases or re-leases ihe currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

means for paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at leasi one of said 
plurality of leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the 
automobile insurance policy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased 
automobile; and 

means for initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy 
covering said current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased 
automobile. 

- 13 - 

7y3<iK3 vl 



PAGE 20/34 * RCVD AT 2/19/20O4 8:40:27 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-2/0 * DNIS:7466065 * CSID:2127516849 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-02 



Fob-1 9-2004 08:44am F r cm-Morgan A Finnagan LLP 2127516849 T-266 P. 021/034 F-806 



Docket No. 4551-4003 

67, (New) A computer-readable medium encoded wiih processing instructions for 
implementing a method operable on a comparer for providing ail incentive incident to the 
purchase or re-lease of an automobile, thu method comprising: 

identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee, each of said plurality of leased automobiles 
scheduled to come off lease on an approaching expiration date; 

initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of an insurance premium for an automobile insurance policy 
covering said current lessee for the currently leased automobile if the lessee purchases or re- 
leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for the purchased one-leased automobile; and 

initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile, 

68, (New) An apparatus for providing an incentive incident to the purchase or re- 
lease of an automobile, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory in communication with the processor, the memory for storing a 
plurality of processing instructions directing the processor to: 

identify a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-tease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identity a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee, each of smd plurality of leased automobiles 
scheduled to come off lease on an approaching expiration date, 
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initiate lo the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer lo pay at least a portion of an insurance premium for an automobile insurance policy 
covering said current lessee for the currently leased automobile if the lessee purchases or re- 
leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

pay, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiate the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile. 

69. (New) A method operable on a computer for providing an incentive incident 
to the purchase or re-lease of an automobile, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a plurality of automobile models tor which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identifying at least one selected geographic region wherein n is desired to 
provide said incentive; 

identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee in said at least one selected geographic region, 
each of said plurality of leased automobiles scheduled to come off lease on an approaching 
expiration date; 

calculating for each of said plurality of leased automobiles a difference 
value comprising the difference between a projected residual value at the initiation of the lease 
and an actual residual value at the expiration date of the lease; 

selecting for each of said plurality of leased automobiles an insurance 
policy covering the current lessee for the currently leased automobile having a premium less than 
said difference value; 

initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of the insurance premium for the selected insurance policy if the 
lessee purchases or rc-leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 
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paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a ponion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile. 

70. (New) A method in accordance with claim 69, wherein said insurance policy 

is for a fixed term of time. 

71 . (New) A method in accordance with claim 69, wherein said offer to pay at 
least a portion of an insurance premium includes an offer to pay the entirety of said insurance 
premium; and 

said paying at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance policy 
includes paying for the entire policy. 

72. (New) A method in accordance with claim 69, wherein said initiating to the 
lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an offer includes an offer to provide a 
further incentive upon the purchase or re-lease of the currently leased automobile. 

73 (New) A method in accordance with claim 72, wherein said additional 
incentive is selected from a group comprising: an extended warranty, a rebate on a purchase and 
a lowered interest rate on financing or re-leasc 

74. (New) A method for providing an incentive mcidem to the purchase or re- 
lease of an automobile, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage die sale or re-lcase of said plurality of automobile models; 

identifying at least one selected geographic region wherein it is desired to 
provide said incentive; 

identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee in said at least one selected geographic region, 
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each of said plurality of leased automobiles scheduled 10 come off lease on an approaching 
expiration date; 

calculating for each of said plurality ofleased automobiles a difference 
value comprising the difference between a projected residual value at the initiation of the lease 
and an actual residual value at the expiration date of the lease, 

selecting for each of said plurality of leased automobiles an insurance 
policy covering the current lessee for the currently leased automobile having a premium less ihan 
said difference value; 

initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of the insurance premium for the selected insurance policy if the 
lessee purchases or re-leases xhe currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for The purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile. 

75. (New) A computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method operable on a computer for providing an incentive incident to the 
purchase or re-lease of an automobile, the method comprising: 

identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to 
provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identifying at least one selected geographic region wherein it is desired to 
provide said incentive; 

identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee in said at least one selected geographic region, 
each of said plurality of leased automobiles scheduled to come off lease on on approaching 
expiration date; 

calculating for each of said plurality of leased automobiles a difference 
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value comprising the difference between a projected residual value at the initiation of the lease 
and an actual residual value at the expiration date of the lease; 

selecting for each of said plurality of leased automobiles au insurance 
policy covering The current lessee for the currently leased automobile having a premium less than 
said difference value; 

initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of the insurance premium for the selected insurance policy if the 
lessee purchases or re-leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

paying, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, 41 least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
pohcy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile. 

76 (New) An apparatus for providing an incentive incident to the purchase or re- 
lease of an automobile, comprising: 

means for identifying a plurality of automobile models for which it is 
desired to provide an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of auiomobile 
models; 

means for identifying at least one selected geographic region wherein it is 
desired to provide said incentive; 

means for identifying a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased 
automobiles comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of 
leased automobiles owned by a respective lessee in said at least one selected geographic region, 
each of said plurality of leased automobiles scheduled to come off lease on an approaching 
expiration date; 

means for calculating for each of said plurality of leased automobiles a 
difference value comprising the difference between a projecied residual value at the initiation of 
the lease and an actual residual value at the expiration date of the lease; 

means for selecting for each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
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insurance policy covering the current lessee for the currently leased automobile having u 
premium less than said difference value; 

means for initiating to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased 
automobiles an offer to pay at least a portion of the insurance premium for the selected insurance 



plurality of leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the 
automobile insurance policy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased 
automobile; and 



covering said current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or rc-leased 
automobile. 

77. (New) An apparatus for providing an incentive incident to the purchase or re- 
lease of an automobile, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory in communication with the processor, the memory for storing a 
plurality of processing instructions for directing the processor to: 

identify a plurality of automobile models for which it is desired to provide 
an incentive to encourage the sale or re-lease of said plurality of automobile models; 

identify at least one selected geographic region wherein it is desired to 
provide said incentive; 

identify a plurality of leased automobiles, each of said leased automobiles 
comprising one of said plurality of automobile models, each of said plurality of leased 
automobiles owned by a respective lessee in said at least one selected geographic region, each of 
said plurality of leased automobiles scheduled to come off lease on an approaching expiration 




means for initiating the issuance of said automobile insurance policy 



date; 



calculate for each of said plurality of leased automobiles a difference 



-19- 



7V36B3 v I 



PAGE 26134 * RCVD AT 2/1912004 1:40:2/ AM pastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 * DNIS:7466065 ' CSID:2127516849 ' DURATION (mm-ss):09-02 



Feb-1 9-2004 08:46am Frem-Morgan & Finnegan LLP 



2127516849 



T-266 P. 027/034 F-806 



Docket No. 4551-4003 

value comprising ibe difference between a projected residual value at the iniuanou of The lease 
and an acrual residual value at the expiration dace of the lease; 

seleci for each of said plurality of leased automobiles an insurance policy 
covering the current lessee for the currently leased auiumobile having a premium less than said 
difference value; 

initiate to the lessee of each of said plurality of leased automobiles an 
offer to pay at least a portion of the insurance premium for the selected insurance policy if the 
lessee purchases or re-leases the currently leased automobile upon the expiration date; 

pay, upon the purchase or re-lease of at least one of said plurality of 
leased automobiles by a current lessee, at least a portion of the cost of the automobile insurance 
policy covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile; and 

initiate the issuance of said automobile insurance policy covering said 
current lessee covering said current lessee for the purchased or re-leased automobile. 
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